Application of the Open Records Act:

Implications for the University of West Georgia
The Attorney General has issued a memorandum regarding the application of the Open Records Act.

This memo has implications for each of us within the University System regarding our timely response to Open Records requests submitted to any USG institution or office. 

According to the Attorney General: "The Open Records Act requires that records be made available for inspection within three business days of the receipt of a request.  A recent Georgia Supreme Court decision in Unified Government of Athens-Clarke County makes clear that the three day period begins to run from receipt of the request by the agency. That means the receipt of the request by any person in the agency authorized to receive mail or other similar communications begins the three day period."

At UWG, this means that if you receive an Open Records request, it is critical that you forward this request on to Tara Pearson's attention as the Open Records Officer* immediately upon receipt. 

Please do not wait and forward at a later date, as the three-day clock begins to run the moment you are in receipt -- not upon her receipt as the Open Records Officer.  

Your assistance in this will help ensure our timely and legal compliance with the Open Records Act.  Thank you.
*Contact information for Ms. Tara Pearson, Open Records Officer

Department: Institutional Research and Planning Office, Sanford Hall
E-mail address: TPearson@WestGA.edu
Telephone number: 678-839-4763

Immediate supervisor, to be copied on the information:
Dr. Ebenezer Kolajo, EKolajo@WestGA.edu 
