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Learning Outcomes

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction utilizes the five core propositions of the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) for its graduate programs. See www.nbpts.org.

Early Childhood Education – MEd

A master’s degree in early childhood/elementary education can be achieved by completing a program designed for the Carrollton campus or for the Newnan campus. At either site, applicants must normally have an undergraduate degree in early childhood or elementary education to enter the program. The program consists of a minimum of 36 hours of course work.

In addition to the requirement for regular and provisional admission, the following requirements apply for applicants to the M.Ed. degree in Early Childhood Education:

1.  
Applicants must have an undergraduate degree in early childhood or elementary education or meet eligibility for a level 4 certification in early childhood or elementary education with at least a 2.7 GPA.

2.  Students may take either the GRE or the MAT.  Students must have a combined GRE score of 800, with minimum score of 400 Verbal and 400 Quantitative or Analytical (test taken before October 2002). Tests taken after October 2002 require verbal and quantitative scores and a minimum GRE analytical writing test score of 3.5. For the MAT, students must have a 396 or above for regular admission.
3.
If students are provisionally admitted, then the first three graduate courses must produce a GPA of 3.3 or better to establish “regular” admission.

4.
No second provisional admission will be granted if “regular” admission is not established after the first provisional admission.

5.
The Department of Curriculum and Instruction strongly recommends that the GRE test be taken a second time before initiating an admission appeal.

Courses taken for the Carrollton-based program include 14 hours in professional studies, 3 hours in research, 10-13 hours in early childhood/elementary content, and 6-9 hours of electives.

Early Childhood Education – EdS

Understandings and skills necessary for teaching children P-5 are the focus of this program. The program of 27 hours is based on a student’s background. This program will include 3 hours of students as learner, 6 hours of societal issues, 9 hours of classroom issues, 6 hours of research and inquiry, and 3 hours of electives. Applicants must have a master’s degree in early childhood education or meet eligibility for a level 5 certificate based on master’s level work in early childhood education. In addition to the requirements for regular admission, the following requirements apply for applicants to the EdS degree in Early Childhood Education:

1.
Students may take either the GRE or the MAT. Students must have a combined GRE score of 900 with minimum scores of 450 Verbal and 450 Quantitative or Analytical (test taken before October 2002). Tests taken after October 2002 require verbal and quantitative scores and a minimum GRE analytical writing test score of 4.5. For the MAT, students must have a 400 or above for regular admission.
2.
Students must submit three letters of recommendation.

3.
The Department of Curriculum and Instruction strongly recommends that the GRE test be taken a second time before initiating an admission appeal.

4.
Applicants must have a master’s degree in early childhood or elementary education or meet eligibility for a level 5 certification in early childhood or elementary education with at least a 3.0 GPA.

Alternative Certification Program

A non-degree initial preparation program is available in the field of early childhood education. Applicants must have earned a baccalaureate degree and meet admission requirements for teacher education. Individual programs of study are developed based upon an evaluation of experience and completed academic study. 
Apply for admission to the Graduate School by calling 678-839-6419 or visiting online at http://www.westga.edu/~gradsch. More Information is available from the Advisement Center.
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