Teaching Demonstration Summaries
Vicky Adams

Composing and Performing Found Poetry

This lesson was designed to add to student’s growing ways of looking at and listening to words.  Working together, students will “mine” or find words and phrases to create a poem that they will later turn into a performance/presentation. This lesson helps students recast the text they are reading in a different genre. One goal is to make students more insightful readers and helps develop creativity in thinking and writing.

Students engage with the craft of writing without the challenge of facing a blank slate.  As students choose words from the works of authors, they must look at what material they have to work with in their collected lines and make all sorts of decisions about how they will get them to work together as a poem and as a presentation. As students work with texts in this way, they gain skills that can later be applied to their own work.  Later, when students are working on their own texts, they will be reminded of the talk they did when they planned their choral readings and will be nudged to engage in this kind of talk about their own drafts.

Connie Avery

Writing with Picture Books Using Read and Response Journals

Picture books are powerful.  They are used as a way to bring literature into the classroom and invite the children to live and write inside that literature.  The purpose of this assignment is to engage the student to such an extent  that he/she begins to see ways to link the literature to his/her very personal life and to find voice in relating these similar experiences, thoughts, and feelings.  This is accomplished through specific picture book selection as well as modeling and sharing responses.   Books are selected that will touch the student in some way.  The selection may be based on specific genres, writing crafts, authors, or themes. Additionally, it may be used as an extension of an integrated curriculum.  After the story is read aloud by the teacher, the children are invited to respond in their journals.  Both teacher and students engage in the writing.  Students are then given time to share responses.  Teachers share as well, further modeling deeper levels of responses.  This activity, when used daily throughout the school year, provides a community that is safe and relaxed; a place where children learn to take risk and write from the heart.

Kristyn Copeland

The “Art” of Writing

Giving students a voice is one of the most powerful gifts we as educators can offer in our classrooms.  This demonstration explores how the arts and writing work together to inspire children to use their voice and tell their story.  Teachers will be challenged to think and to find the story in art.  They will discover that the arts are stories in themselves, just without written words.

Diane Costley

Writer’s Workshop

Imagine a classroom where students are immersed in language – surrounded by anchor charts which display important concepts critical for developing writers to experience success.  Visualize students actively engaged in the writing process where some may be working independently, with a partner, or in small groups.  I have just described a classroom that has one vital component in place – Writer’s Workshop.


When I say the word ‘writing’, I think of its many components: Interactive Writing, Modeled Writing, Shared Writing, Independent Writing, and of course, Writer’s Workshop.  Each of these works hand-in-hand playing important roles in establishing students as independent, successful writers.

Interactive Writing generally takes place in kindergarten and first grade classrooms.  Here, the teacher shows how writing works and invites students to participate, with support, in the act of writing.

Modeled Writing is where the teacher demonstrates the art of writing by ‘thinking out loud’.  The students act as observers only as the piece is being written.

During Shared Writing, the teacher and students work together to create a written piece; here, prior knowledge of the topic is required in order for students to fully participate.  

When Independent Writing is implemented, the teacher assigns all or part of the writing.  Options may include the teacher assigning the topic and genre, or assigning a genre where the students choose the topic, or vice versa, teacher assigning the topic where the student chooses a specific genre.

Writer’s Workshop generally provides time for students to write independently; however, they may choose to work with other students.  One key element is individualization.  Here, the students choose their own topics and genres or may choose to work on teacher assigned tasks.  They work at their own pace with teacher support being provided through conferencing.  There are several components of Writer’s Workshop:

Predictable Structure              Regular Time

Workmanlike Atmosphere     Mini-Lessons

Conferences                           Editing

Publication

The components work together to create an atmosphere where students acquire

skills, along with fluency, confidence, and the desire to see themselves as writers.

Deana Crews

 “My Many Colored Days”

The focus on my lesson is “how does a character’s traits change throughout a story; a novel, or a movie”? As a hook activity, I will read the book My Many Colored Days written by Dr. Seuss. Based upon our emotions, our days can be related to certain colors, ultimately leading to the lesson of character traits and recognizing how they can change throughout a story. The class will be asked to think of a certain character (realistic/ unrealistic) and brainstorm certain traits relative to that particular character. Then, I will ask for input from the students, as I make a categorized list of their adjectives describing their character. Discussion with the class will clarify whether or not all students understand the definition of character traits. If comprehension is confirmed, I will introduce the character of Scarlett O’Hara in the novel Gone with the Wind. The students will be given a categorized handout in which traits of Scarlett are recognized. I will incorporate media showing three scenes from the DVD, Gone with the Wind. After the viewing of each scene, the students will write down adjectives which describe Scarlett’s character during the particular scene in the appropriate column of the Character Trait handout. After all three scenes have been viewed, I will ask the students to associate themselves with Scarlett and chose the particular character with which they have the most in common. I will allot the students five minutes to write a short paragraph elaborating which “Scarlett” character they associate themselves with and why. We will then discuss characters in novels, stories, and movies and how their role is based upon society’s expectations during a given time frame (i.e., 40’s, 50’s, and 60’s.). The final writing assignment will be to identify a female figure in today’s society which you associate yourself with. In your writing, elaborate how and why our society has impacted this person’s character traits.

As a culminating activity and to celebrate “discovering ourselves again,” the students will make a “Swirl-A-Ball.” This activity will tie the lesson back to the reading of My Many Colored Days, and each person’s project will be individualized and relevant to her “color of the day.” The “Swirl-A-Ball” will be reminiscent of “discovering ourselves” and our first Cherokee Rose Writing Project Institute.

Deborah Dilbeck

Writers Craft: Interior Monologue and/or Dialogue

Movie vignettes provide opportunities for students to write interior monologue and/or dialogue. The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman is the perfect movie to use in a dialogue or interior monologue craft lesson. The movie details Miss Jane’s life beginning as a slave and ending with her participation in the Civil Rights Movement. This resolution vignette provides the visual needed for writers to craft interior monologue and/or dialogue because the move vignette lacks dialogue or narration. The scene begins with Miss Jane disembarking from an old pick-up truck. One hundred ten year-old Miss Jane shrugs off assistance and walks to the whites only water fountain. Close-ups of the bystanders, both black and white, provide numerous opportunities for student writing. Writers should be given an opportunity to free write for five to ten minutes. Next, the writers should be given at least thirty minutes to draft their dialogue or interior monologue from their character’s point of view.

Melissa Dearman

Effective Persuasive Writing

This demonstration focuses on effective strategies to use when creating persuasive writing. Students are engaged with an activating lesson that allows them to work with partners to create a persuasive paragraph. The class will then discuss which group’s paragraph was most effective and why. This activity will lead into the discussion about what strategies are used to make an excellent persuasive writing. We will then see how these strategies are used in the media everyday by watching several commercials clips. The group will decide which strategy was used in each commercial how effective it was. The groups will then try to find examples of these strategies of persuasion in different magazines. As an individual activity the students will then create a persuasive writing using one or more of the strategies mentioned. The demonstration will be concluded with the students sharing their writing.

Michelle Griffin
Puppetry and Writing: Making the Connection

The topic of puppetry can be used in the classroom to make a connection between reading and writing. In early grades such as kindergarten through fifth grade puppets can be used to help students find their voice or come out of their shell. In higher grades, it can be a tool that is used to help students find the path they want as a career whether it be in writing or entertainment. Puppetry can be used to help students in various areas; writing is just one of the main ones. Students need a way of expressing themselves and puppetry will allow them to do so. Puppetry opens the door for their imaginative skills and creative skills to be explored. Puppetry is an underdeveloped classroom tool that needs to be utilized more in the classroom. It holds a treasure chest of opportunities for students writing.  

Shana Hartsfield

Stars and Dashes

This demonstration is a unique way of teaching students to organize informational writing.  In my lesson, I showed several pictures of my trip to New York City and a commercial that advertised the local attractions.  Next, I encouraged the class to pick a few attractions that stood out to them.  We chose three attractions and each of those attractions were represented by a star.  Then, we chose some of the details we wanted to highlight with each attraction.  These details became a dash beside the star.                                                    
If they chose to, the class created their own organizer of a favorite place they had visited.  Then, in an attempt to differentiate the lesson, the students were allowed to display their writing in a variety of forms.  They could make a brochure, act out a commercial, create a cartoon, an advertisement, a mobile, or a wanted poster.  At the end of the lesson, the students shared the completed product.

Rikki Lyle Chandler

World War II

My demonstration lesson was the first lesson in an integrated, social studies, reading, and writing unit. The theme of the unit was World War II. I gave the students information on the broad background of four different groups of children; American, Japanese-American, Jewish (in Germany), and the Hitler Youth. Next I gave the students a status sheet for a child from each of the backgrounds. The students chose the child they would write about and used the information as well as the status sheet I gave them to create the opening for a narrative that they would continue throughout the unit as they learned new things about the different groups of children. The information and status sheet provided the students with background knowledge that they previously did not possess. This background knowledge provided for connections that would allow the students to eventually expand into a complete historical-fiction narrative. 

Kimberly Maxwell

Writing Journals in the Math Classroom

My teaching demonstration was on using writing journals in the math classroom. I took participants through a power point presentation outlining how using journals will allow for students’ enduring understanding of mathematical concepts. I explained the many benefits of journaling, what can be in a journal, and how to set up a journal. Students participated in group activities such as building a math collage, used a Frayer model to define vocabulary, worked on a problem posing activity, and created a comic strip. Following the shared activities everyone worked individually to create a narrative entitled, “Math and Me”. Participants were able to choose which format they wanted to use for the differentiated task.

Angela Patterson

Introduction To Poetry Teaching Demonstration Summary

“Introduction to Poetry,” is designed for eighth grade students, but can be adapted for students at all grade levels.  The lesson begins with the teacher sharing some poems to motivate the students.   The first part of the presentation explains what poetry is.  The demonstration shows how to incorporate art and music in the teaching of poetry.  The Georgia Performance Standards that are met in this lesson are listed and discussed.  Following this, students study and build a stair poem.  A discussion about good poetry follows.  

The next part of the lesson focuses on rhythms, sounds, and rhyme with the students writing their own poem with rhyme.  The students learn why and how to share poems, write a group poem, and share them with the class.  The lesson ends with the students writing a nonsense poem for fun, writing another poem, and illustrating it or choosing one of the other poems from the lesson to illustrate.  

The lesson meets the Georgia State Standards and is fun and innovative.   The lesson is appropriate for the grade level and keeps the students involved.  This lesson presents enjoyable ways for students to learn to appreciate and begin studying poetry.

Connie Ross

Finding “Voice” in Writing

Lessons using multi-literacies give “punch” to lessons on the brink of dullness for students.  Two separate forms of multi-literacies were used in my lesson on voice.  Most children immediately recognize the name of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and can tell you he was the man “with a dream”.  What they sometimes fail to realize is the powerful message, by the sheer use of his voice, he presents to his audiences in tone and wording; I began the lesson with a video of the man himself giving his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.  Following the video clip, students collaborated about individual voice and what kind(s) of underlying message(s) or feeling(s) were experienced from hearing this particular voice.  Students shared with the whole group their findings.  I then posed the question to them: “Can voice only be ‘heard’ using written words read by someone or spoken by someone?”  I presented a digital story.  Music replaced the written word, and pictures were images of Dr. King and his family, scenes (of life) found from that time period, photographs taken during this time period, and drawings from children.  Following this part of the lesson, I asked students to write or create whatever was in their hearts at the time to instill their voice to me.  I posed the following question to students:  “Can you persuade me to feel the same feelings you are feeling about your creation?”

Glynda Wright

Heroes in Literature: An Examination of Homer’s The Odyssey

My teaching demonstration was an examination of the use of the hero in literature, specifically in the Odyssey.  The pre-writing activity consisted of students writing down the characteristics of a hero along with writing down the names of people they consider to be heroes.  Students then write a paragraph describing one person they consider to be a hero.  Next, a portion of the Odyssey is read to identify the heroic quality found in the passage.  Students then write a poem depicting their hero’s characteristics while mimicking the pattern of an epic.

